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his analysis the vital fact that Bismarck having annexed Alsace
Lorraine was not a free agent against Austria. With consum-
mate ability Andrassy secured a personal triumph which was to
prove the first step towards the goal he was to attain six years
later.

Bismarck, on the other hand, had been touched on a raw spot.
While Andrassy was reassured about panslavism in the Balkans,
Bismarck's anxieties were not in the least allayed about French
revenge on the Vosges. If Gorchakov expressed himself to him
with anything like the freedom he used to Lord Odo Russell and
to Gontaut-Biron, he must have had it brought home to him as
early as 1872 that Gorchakov "had no interest in the weakness of
France; on the contrary he wished for a strong and prudent
France."

The final festivity, a court concert, was a brilliant ceremony..
At 9.30 the doors of the reception room were flung open and the
imperial procession, led by the Empress, who gave an arm to
each of her illustrious guests, made its dignified way towards
the round salon, where the concert was to take place. At one
table sat the three Emperors with the Empress, the duchess of
Mecklenburg, the grand-duchess of Baden and the grand-duke
of Saxe-Weimar. Lord Odo Russell was at the table of the Crown
Princess, together with Andrassy, Gorchakov, Gontaut-Biron,
Schweinitz, Princess Schoenburg and Princess Hatzfeldt. The
Austrian and Russian Ambassadors were at another table.
During the interval the French Ambassador found an oppor-
tunity of asking Lord Odo quietly if he knew anything of what
had passed, and said he had heard rumours that Germany had
been approached by Russia and Austria with a view to establish-
ing friendly and conciliatory relations with France. His col-
league could only repeat Bismarck's remarks about the three
emperors and the tableau of peace he had wished to present to
the world and tell him the opinion he had formed from the
conversations of Andrassy and Gorchakov. He added that the
more he saw the more he was convinced that the Emperor
Alexander was present without the goodwill of Bismarck.1
Gontaut-Biron gathered a general impression that Lord Odo
Russell had shown a certain coldness in his attitude at court
during the festivities and mentioned that Germany was not very

lGontaut-Biron, p,i68.